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     VERMONT HOMELAND SECURITY UNIT

             

         MEMORANDUM
TO:
Vermont’s First Responder Community
FROM:
Captain Chris Reinfurt, Director, Vermont Homeland Security Unit (HSU)
DATE:
August 24, 2010
SUBJECT:
Public Safety Interoperable Communications (PSIC) Grant Program – Funding Opportunity
__________________________________________________________________________________
The Vermont Homeland Security Unit (HSU), in coordination with the Vermont Communications (VCOMM) Steering Committee, is seeking applications for communications equipment and enhancements to communications systems through the Public Safety Interoperable Communications (PSIC) Grant Program.  PSIC Grant Guidelines require a 20% hard match from the requesting agency.  For every $4 of federal share, there must be a $1 non-federal (local/state) share.  For example, a department proposing to spend $10,000 on equipment would have to provide $2,000 in department funding and the PSIC grant would provide the remaining $8,000 in federal funding.
Unlike the PSIC Emergency Request Program, under this PSIC Grant Program applications for enhancements will be accepted and are encouraged.  Requests should be in line with VCOMM’s mission to enhance communications, coordination and cooperation, and to establish a statewide VCALL/UCALL interoperable, accessible radio system for police, fire and emergency service responders that links local, state and federal agencies.  Some items that will be considered include but are not limited to: communications towers, antennas, base stations, consoles, repeaters, mobile radios, portable radios, pagers, digital systems.  This program is not designed to build new dispatch centers and such proposals will not be considered.  
It is not expected that requests will exceed funding capabilities; however, if this occurs, sub-grant awards will be selected based on the best use of grant funds in conjunction with the identified priority needs in support of the State Homeland Security Strategy.

Grant eligibility requirements can be found in the Vermont Communications (VCOMM) PSIC Grant Program Guidelines.  They include:
1) All agencies applying for Homeland Security funds must be in compliance with National Incident Management System activities set forth in Vermont’s NIMS Implementation Plan.  Those agencies not in compliance will be required to submit a written plan outlining how they will become compliant prior to award issuance.  Progress in training will be the main criteria for compliance.  The Vermont Homeland Security Unit will validate each agency’s compliance for meeting NIMS Objectives by referencing the Vermont NIMS Implementation Plan and FEMA NIMS Implementation Objectives documents. 
2) Pursuant to VSA Title 20, Section 2054, all state law enforcement agencies, sheriff departments, and municipal police departments shall report their crime statistics to the Vermont Criminal Information Center in compliance with the National Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS) and in a format prescribed by VCIC as a condition for any and all grant awards.  Please contact your Grants Manager with questions regarding this requirement: Jason Gosselin, jgosseli@dps.state.vt.us, 241-5445 or Nancy Webster, nwebster@dps.state.vt.us, 241-5414.

3) Pursuant to VSA Title 20, Section 2833 - Reports to fire marshal, incident reports must be submitted to the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) within 15 days after the end of the previous month as a condition for any and all grant awards.  Please contact your Grants Manager with questions regarding this requirement: Jason Gosselin, jgosseli@dps.state.vt.us, 241-5445 or Nancy Webster, nwebster@dps.state.vt.us, 241-5414.
4) The application must include a plan that will address sustainability.

Departments who wish to apply for PSIC funding must review the PSIC Grant Program Guidelines prior to completing the application documents.  All application packages should include the following documents: PSIC Application Cover Sheet, PSIC Budget Detail Worksheet, PSIC Asset List, Department Roster, PSIC Narrative Requirements, a copy of your valid FCC License and a copy of your Certificate of Insurance.  The location of PSIC grant application documents has changed.  Those wishing to apply for PSIC funds should visit the Funding Opportunities section of the Vermont Homeland Security Unit web site at www.hsu.vermont.gov/funding.    
All applications must be RECEIVED at the HSU office by November 1, 2010.  Proposals received after this date will NOT be eligible for consideration.  To facilitate processing, grant applications should be sent electronically to Heather Gibbs at hgibbs@dps.state.vt.us.  If you are unable to send your application electronically, you may fax it to (802) 241-5349 or mail it to Heather Gibbs, Vermont Homeland Security Unit, 103 South Main Street, Waterbury, VT  05671-2101.
Please ensure that your equipment proposal matches your organization’s plan and procedures for response to and/or prevention of WMD/All Hazards incidents.  HSU requires all response organizations to coordinate equipment proposals with the appropriate departments in their mutual aid district as well as with local emergency planning committees and other regional response entities.  

If you have questions or require additional information regarding the PSIC Grant Program please contact Lt. Michael J. Manning at mmanning@dps.state.vt.us or 241-5095.
ALL APPLICATIONS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2010.  APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER THIS DATE WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED.
